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·Museum
will open
in May '96
·Model should be ready
by homecoming
By ADELE SHAVER
Hays Daily News

Fort Hays State University's
Sten~berg Museum of Natural History
wiU open in its new home in May 1996.
Edward Hammond, the university's
president, today gave an update of
progress on Sternberg for an audience
of media, donors and university personnel. Hammond also provided a
sneak preview of an exhibit being prepared for the present Sternberg that
will show photos, floor plans, models
and a video of work on the new museum.
That exhibit is expected to be open
by homecoming, Oct. 1.
The museum, on the first floor of
FHSU's McCartney Hall, is moving to
a much larger domed building near
Interstate 70, off Canterbury Road.
With several additions to its present
staff of skilled constructi01i-workers;
FHSU will act as its own general contractor on the project, Hammond said,
and the university is arranging to get
extra help ,from inmates at the
Stockton Detention Center.
Inmates have · previously helped
with some dormitory remodeling at
FHSU.
Demolition work at the new site is
scheduled to begin Sept. 1. Following
that, the next step is construction of
the steel work for the mezzanine
island in the dome and a hoistwayfloor opening and elevator that will be
needed to install exhibits.
Attention will then shift to the precast. building adjacent to the dome,
where the children's discovery room
will be built.
In support of the discovery room,
Gail Kuehl, representing McDonald's
restaurants-in Hays ami Russell, presented a "stone" check for $2,874 from
money raised in a "Flintstonesj' promotion this summer. Rick and Gail
Kuehl, owners of the restaurants, had
earlier been instrumental in gaining a
McDonald's grant to furnish the children's discovery room.
The \Univ:ersity has hired Deaton
Museum 'Services of Minneapolis,
Minn., to design and prepare exhibits.
Chris Wilson, senior designer and
project leader for Deaton, brought models of the Tyrannosaurus Rex and several other Cretaceous creatures being fabricated at the Deaton workshops.
Wilson said Sternberg, with its
domed space, will be "truly unique" in
being able to place visitors in the environment of 70 million years ago.
In comparison, Wilson said he recently visited the Tyrell Museum in Canada.
The world-famous museum lies in a particularly rich fossil area and draws bus-.
loads of visitors to the town of
Drumheller, 60 miles from Calgary.
"They don't do anything nearly as cool
as this," he said of the Tyrell.
"Everybody at our place is really
excited," he said, and Deaton workers
from the custodians on up have been
bringing their friends and families to
see the models they have been making. The T-Rex under construction at
Deaton is 18 feet tall and 42 feet long.

